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Introduction

Lecture Objective

Understand the concept of cooperation

Analysis of the textbook’s example

Apply the mechanisms to other scenarios
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Recap

Last Week’s Recap

Actors: individuals or group of individuals

with common interests

Interests: Goals that the actors aim to

achieve, e.g., security and power

Interactions: The ways in which the

choices of two or more actors combine to

form political outcomes, e.g., cooperation
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Cooperation

What is Cooperation?

Cooperation occurs when actors have a

shared interest in achieving the same

outcome

Conditions:
Two or more actors
Shared interests that lead to collaboration
Achieved outcomes must make at least
one actor better off without making
others worse off (positive sum)
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Cooperation

Examples

Defend one another from attack

Free trade or stable monetary relations, etc.
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Cooperation

Illustrating Cooperation
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Cooperation

Illustrating Cooperation (cont’d)
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Cooperation

Illustrating Cooperation (cont’d)
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Cooperation

Illustrating Cooperation (cont’d)
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Cooperation

Illustrating Cooperation (cont’d)
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Cooperation

Illustrating Cooperation (cont’d)
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Cooperation

Illustrating Cooperation (cont’d)

Source: Frieden et al. (2019), pg. 54
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Next Lecture

Hurdles to cooperation - cooperation costs,

collective action problems
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Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, and

Thursday during 1pm-4pm

Questions: Email at smunir1@binghamton.edu

Lecture slides: Available online at myCourses
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